7?                                        Luminaries of Andhra Pradesh

Prakasam was mainly thinking is early days on the lines
of Tilak. Bet when Gandhi aanounced his pragramme of

Non-cooperation the whole country y Jet alone tbe leaders of
various view-points, was agog with this question. Tilak was no!
la favour of It. C. R. Das          other nationalists opposed it,

but ultimately the special congress that  met In  1920

it In favour of son - cooperation   and   every          agreed to

support it.

Tilak passed away on tbe very day on which it was
planned to be lunched.

From tbes on Pralasaaf became a staunch supporter of
Gandhi]! his programmes. He worked relentlessly by tour-
ing in Aadhra Districts and explaining the Congress policies and
the meaning of Non-cooperation to tbe people.

Jt was at this time after tbe arrest of Gandhi]! that at the
successive meetings of tbe Congress at Lucknow, Gaya and later
at Ca!euttaf Congress was split into two sections, one for change
and the other for status quo. So the Prochasgers and tbe no-
changers had come into being. The former was auppoited stro-
ngly by C. R. Das and other leading nationalists. Prakasam id
the meanwhile who was elected as tbe President of tbe Andhra
Provincial Congress Committee and a member of the Al! India
Congress Working Committee in 1922 threw his weight at those
conferences in making all the delegates from Andhra. support
"No changers". The "No-changers" defeated the "Pro-changers."
This shows what a staunch Gandhiite Prakasam had been. From
BOW OBS one could see how loyal Prakasam had been to Gandhijj
bis programmes. He proved himself a champion of all Gan-
dhiji's programmes, because his'one concern was unity of Cong-
ress and everything else was subordinate to It- for this he worked
incessantly throughout his association with the Congress and yet
as Irony would have it, this very unity for which he strove hard,
Prakasam says, in this autobiography, seemed to have gone
against him, for, ever since, tbe pro-change and no-change coo-
rtoversy had taken place perhaps -due to his over enthusiasm,

were strained relations between Gandhiji and himself.